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Survival Job: Typically a low-end, low-paying job that a displaced job-seeker takes on a temporary basis (often as a last resort) when unemployed to cover basic living costs, in order to survive and avoid bankruptcy -- or worse. 
You are out of work, your benefits have expired, and your savings are quickly being depleted. You've cut expenses, but you still have those monthly bills to pay. For whatever reason, the work picture for your profession looks bleak. Now is the time to make a decision about whether or not you should take a survival job -- any job -- just to help you make ends meet until an opportunity in your field opens again. 

This article discusses the pros and cons of taking a survival job, as well as tips and suggestions for making the best of a bad situation. 

The Pros of a Survival Job 


1. Income. The main reason that people take a survival job is the income needed to cover at least the most basic of necessities, such as food and shelter. 

2. Productivity. While many of us may fantasize about a life of doing nothing, in reality, we have a strong work ethic -- and even the most basic survival job makes us feel we are doing our part. 

3. Confidence. Being unemployed for any length of time is a blow to our egos, but being back in the workforce may be just the confidence-booster needed to help find a new job in your field. 

4. Respect. Most employers report having respect for unemployed job seekers who are willing to work survival jobs as a means to support their families. 

5. Healthcare. If you are one of the lucky ones, you may get healthcare benefits with your survival job so that you and your family do not go without healthcare on top of everything else. 

6. Foot in the Door. If you're lucky, taking a survival job could be just the break you need to establish a reputation for a when a position in your field opens with an employer. 

The Cons of a Survival Job 


1. Lower Wages. No surprise here. Survival jobs do not pay the big money that you may have been getting in your last job, so you will still need to make drastic cuts to your budget and lifestyle. 

2. Multiple Jobs. Because of low wages and limited availability, you may be forced to take multiple jobs to even obtain a livable wage for you and your family. 

3. Limited Time for Job-Hunting. Working one or more survival jobs means you have less time to devote to job-hunting for a new job in your profession -- and less flexibility in scheduling job interviews. 

4. No Future. For most people, survival jobs are just temporary stops -- as temporary as possible -- on the way back to a normal life and a regular job. 

Tips for Survival Jobs and Job-Hunting 
Remember that old axiom, if life gives you lemons then make lemonade? The same thing goes for being fired/downsized/rightsized. You can put your ego aside and do the best work you can in that survival job while you await better opportunities or you can become bitter and defeated. As one job seeker stated, isn't it better to be underemployed than to not be employed at all? 

Here are some additional tips related to survival jobs: 

1. Knowledge Base. Look for survival jobs where you can learn a new skill and actually add to your marketability. A marketing person working as a store clerk can quickly learn lessons in customer service, inventory control, and more. 

2. Synergy. Consider finding survival jobs that relate to your interests or hobbies. A wine enthusiast might work in a liquor store more tolerable than other types of jobs. 

3. Best Companies. Seek out companies that have a strong reputation and that may have work closer to your specialty at some point in the future. 

4. Check Ego. If you decide to take a survival job, be sure to leave the chip off your shoulder and check your ego at the entrance. Take pride in a day's work. 

5. Make Time. Don't work so many hours that you simply are too exhausted to find time each day to conduct at least a few job-search related activities. 

6. Talk with a Professional. You'll want to decide whether placing the survival job in your work history will help you or hurt you. A career professional may be the best person to help you answer that question. 

7. Tough Competition. In bad economic times, you may face stiff competition for even the most dead-end of survival jobs, so be prepared with a strong resume and a positive attitude. 

8. Keep Your Spirits Up. Taking a survival job may be a setback, but it's not a defeat. In fact, some people report having less stress and a more enjoyable life with what they once considered a survival job. 

Other Survival Job Resources 

· Laid-off Take Survival Jobs to Pay the Bills, by Stephanie Armour. An article from USAToday that gives a good overview of what job-seekers can expect when faced with searching for a survival job. 

· Survival Jobs for the Fittest, by Tom Ramstack. An article in The Washington Times that provides numerous accounts of job seekers forced into survival jobs. 

Survival Jobs: 154 Ways to Make Money While Pursuing Your Dreams, by Deborah Jacobson (Broadway Books, 1998). Frank and funny advice about finding the best survival work based on your interests, skills, and personality. 

